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NAME: 

CITATION: 

OBJECTIVE:

METHODS: 
	Guide
	Comments

	I.  Are the results of the study valid?



	A. Was the sample of patients representative?

In other words, how were subjects selected and did they pass through some sort of “filtering” system which could bias your results based on a non-representative sample. Also, were objective criteria used to diagnose the patients with the disorder?   
	

	B. Were the patients sufficiently homogeneous with respect to prognostic risk?

In other words, did all patients share a similar risk from during the study period or was one group expected to begin with a higher morbidity or mortality risk?
	

	C. Was follow-up sufficiently complete?

In other words, were the investigators able to follow-up on subjects as planned or were a significant number lost to follow-up?
	


	D. Were objective and unbiased outcome criteria used?

Investigators should clearly specify and define their target outcomes before the study and whenever possible they should base their criteria on objective measures.

	


	II.  What are the results?



	A. How likely are the outcomes over time? 


	

	B. How precise are the estimates of likelihood?

In other words, what are the confidence intervals for the given outcome likelihoods?
	


	III.  Will the results help me in caring for my patients?



	A. Were the study patients and their management similar to those in my practice?

	

	B. Was the follow-up sufficiently long?
	

	C. Can I use the results in the management of patients in my practice? 
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